A PARENTS’ GUIDE TO BOOK BANDS

What are Book Bands?

The Book Band AN ALem Jruzlpxs MA fo x}rﬂdz our hooks b/% AL/H:LCMW lenvel. Each Level has its own colour and
includes a selection 04 di/ﬁfzrznt rzadinx} scheme bhooks and ‘real” hooks. The di{?/ﬁzrznzz hetween each
hand is x}radual 50 that children will not e}xpzrizncz diéf/?imulw when mm\/ing{ {frﬁm one ko the next.

This chart g{i}\/z/s an indication ,O/F the range DF Book Band levels at which most children will he mading{
a4 thz)\j progress thraux}h the school.

BOOK BAND COLOUR FS2 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3
LILAC

PINK

YELLOW

GOLD

WHITE X X
LIME

The chark shows the Book Bands {F,O! an ‘avzm,c}zl 4roMp D% children but children are all individuals who

learn and make progress ak di/F/Fzrznt rotes, a0 the chart is ,onhé a e,uidz.

A Weklk as periods o) rapi roQress, MOMI LA MWL rona aNe periodsa ol consolidation when
As well as period pid progress, your child will probably have period lid h
progress is not as ochviows. Althaux}h this may Aeem warnjingf, this is the time when tJ'UZA}[ hoave the chance

dzr\/zlop Lamfidznuz in M/sinx} and appl)\jian Lheir nzwl)\ﬁ acq/mrzd skills.

It is really important that children ,d,ZMz/,OF their Lﬂm,nfzﬁzn/si,an skills alongside their ability to read the
words on the page S0 4ou may ﬁ'nd that Mour child is able to read the words ﬂuznt/y but continues on
the same Book Band colour for a while to enable them to focus on developing their understanding Class
teachers assess the children's rzadinq{ on a mqular bhasis and will Lhanqz their Book Band colour ﬁnw

when thzgf are Lamfidznt that hoth the L,OmPJ’ZJ’\Zﬂ/SiDn and word madinx} tan}zt/s have been /FM“A} met.

Please di/sx:ﬂuqu MoMr child ,Fmrm Azzinq the Book Bands as a race thmuqh the colours, but
hzlp them to understand that each hand will n,H:zr a range m{: hooks which will hzl.p them in
szzlv.pin,q diﬁfzrznt rzadim} skills.



A GUIDE TO THE DIFFERENT COLOURED BOOK BANDS

Likac includes wordless Piﬁturz hooks that LNLOMIOGL MOMNG children to tell their own stories. At this level, children are

bzqinninq to discover books and dzvela{zingf their core /s.pzakinq and Uétznlnq skills.

PUPIL TARGETS

® Know the dixﬁfzrzncz;s between words and Pidurz/s

® Hold a hook Lauectw and Look at the poges in the correct order
® Understand that each letter is diﬁ?erznt

° Sa% who and what the hook is about

® Talk about the Picturz/s and create their own stories

Y our child is heginning to discover the excitement of hooks. Although these hooks have no words, they are an

4 4 4 4
impartant introduction to rzadinq. Please LNLOMIOGL MOMS child to: - Look at the poges in order, and talk about what is
meppzninx} on the Left*hand poge bz/Fxme the rix}ht hand poge. Talk about what is happzninx} on each poge, rother than
;‘[u&t talkjngf ahout what thz% see in each pictum.

PINK
Pink is .pznfz,ct /Fnr intr,o,dMLjnq[ /Fun,dﬂmzntal rzﬁdlnq pcmpzpt& and skills to zarw readers. This hand includes the Flr/st

1.2[\/21. ,OIF rzadinz} /s/:hzmz JQ,0,0JQ/S.

PUPIL TARGETS

Listen carefully ko stories

Reod their own name

Follow the words on a page in the right direction
Recognise high freguency words

Tell a /Familiar /ston% in their own words

* Know that letters have di/ﬁ%zrznt sounds

Y our child is bzx}inninq to kearn how to read. As thz% reod, ]olza/sz hzlp them to:

- Reod the words carz:fulw. Ask MOMY child 1o sound out and blend /:mw the words thz»\j can’t read Wzt, not envery word.

szntualw almost all words will become part cf MOME child's '/siqht mzmom{f’, and thz;\é wont have to sound out ak all.

- On second and third madinq/s mf the book. LNLOMIOG 2 them to read with more poce and with less 5?0@\1/5 on

/smundiru} out the letters in each word.

- Make a /stamﬁ out D/F a whole hook, rather than /Fm:u/sinq éu/st on what is happzninq on each poge.
- Telk Mo ahout /s,omzthian that hﬂppznzd in the hook, or about Acmzthinx} thz»\ﬁ {F,cwnd out in the hook.
RED

Once a child can uzcm%nl/sz 25-30 hiqh /ﬁrzqﬂuznc% words, then thz;\j will be rzad)\j IFEI Red. Red hooks will have an

increased rumber U/F words on a poge. Rzmurinq /famihzzs and animal characters are also introduced at this /staq[z.

PUPIL TARGETS

N

® Find the title C/F the hook

Use illustrations ko help them understand what is happening in a story

If they are unfamiliar with a word, try ko think of a word that would make sense in that sentence
Know what a full stop is

Sing the alphahek song

Use phﬂnzmzé to read words such as cat’ ‘Potlsl and 'up'



How to ,su{){mrt Monr child with Red level books:
Y our child is bzqinninx} to kearn to read. As thm} read, Plza/sz hzlp them to:

Reod the words Larqpulw. Mo st ,G{F the words can be rzcaqnlézd or sounded ouk. Ask MOMS child to sound out and
hlend anw the words thz% can'’t read Aj)et. not enery word. Evzntuﬂlw almost alk words will hecome P/:ut O/F MOME child's '/siq[}\t

mzmﬂnj’, and thmﬁ won't have 1o sound out ak akk

On second and third feadinq& 'O?F the hook, L2nLourage them to read with more poce and with less /?xst on

/saunding[ ouk the letters in each word.

Make a /ston{[ out D/F a whole hook, rather than &uﬁu/sinq }/u/st on what is happenjnq on each poge.

Telk MOM about /sumethjnq that happenzd in the hook, or about Aomzthinq Uﬂe»\f{ /fmmd out in the hook.

Books at this level pne/sznt children with new /\/ﬂcﬂlearAﬁ. The amount mf words per poge has /sliqhtw increased, with one

new word /?of enery thnw fﬁmllm! words. Nun‘/jjl,ctwn titkes at this level buikd on children's interests and L2NLOMIOS L

discussion.

PUPIL TARGETS

Retell a &ton\;} Cfrnm memory

Reod a hook without Paintinq ak the words, unless thmj ;ﬂzt stuck

‘. ﬁﬁ } ° Blend .phnnzme/s tuzjzthzr to understand a word, 2.4. d‘ﬁ‘g{
- = I * Use punctmatifm, such as /SPZELJ’\ marks and qluz;sﬂzm marks
y b Notice and correct some O/F their mistakes
L b

Sometimes, thz% can work ok what is q{ﬁing{ to Jf\ﬂppzn next in a Atur»\j

How to ,su{;{mrt Momr child with Y ellow level books
Y our child is now bzz}inninq to read with more Lﬂn/fidzn,cz. As thz% read aloud, MOM LN hzlp them b%:

- Giwlnq them time to sound out words thz)\} don'’t know. LF thz% stikk /stmx%x}hz, LNLOMIOG L them to tn\} /smundinx} out the whole
word, rather than g[Aw/s/sln/:}[ /Frnm the Pldurz& or /?fﬁm the /Fir/st Letter.

- Gimngf them time to rzuu}ni/sz and correct their own mistakes.

- A/skin,% them to talk about what's Jf\,appzninq in the hook, zntﬁuraqian them to make links to events on Przvixw/s poges

and to A0k what Uﬁet\j think will anppzn next.

BLUE
Once children can r,ec.ox%ni/s,e 100 J'uqJ'\ /Freq/uznuj words, then it's time {pur Blue. Books at this kevel will start to become

more U:zm.plzlx and children will rzw less on iMustrations. The hooks in this band also teach children how to read with

in/siqht and will LNLOMIOS L them to read with zmprz/s/si,on.

PUPIL TARGETS

Choose hooks that thz»\j are interested in /Fr,om the libram}
° Start to choose di/ﬂjzrznt bhooks to read
eo ® Talk about a /ston\j in their own words
Notice and correct some O/F their mistakes
Answer q/uzxstlon/s ahout the skory to show a level .0/1: undzr/standinq

Read words such as some’ little, ‘when', and out’

How to ,su{:{mrt Monr child with Blue level hooks
Y our child is now dztv,el.apinx} infto a more con/‘ﬁ\idznt reader. As t}ua/\j read, MOM £an hzlp bkj ,encﬂ/uuu}inx} them to:

Sound out q//uickw[ under their breath or inside their head, i/{? thz;\j need to sound ouk words., - choqni/sz and
correck their own mistakes.

Look at the Puncmatlcﬂ marks. Y ou may wank ko model how to read a poge u/? wrltlngf, Pa%ian attention to

pungtuatiﬂn. such as /‘Fuﬂfﬂtﬂpﬁ and q/uz/stmn marks.

Tell MO ahout what the characters in the /st,ow[ are doinq and wh»\j thz»\j are aﬁtinq in that WAk



GREEN

Books handed Green will have more characters and di&/ﬁzrznt /f/arm/s DC? text, such as nﬂnvfidinn, IJ’\AﬂmZ/S, diax}ram/s and

Nerse. TJf\zAﬁ inkroduce more Lcmpmund words, some baru}p_r senkences and more Puncmatmn.

PUPIL TARGETS
*  Talk ahout each of the characters
Start to read fluenthy, and wse full stops and commas
Notice rhyming words, even if they are not familiar with them

Reod texts in unusmal Lﬂkﬁﬂut/s. such as in /spze,ch bhubbles and lists

Use a contents poge and ﬂlﬂ/S/S,aIAj in nan‘/j:i,ctiun hooks

® Think about the overall Plui 04 the hook and talk about how the% think it will end

How to ,suPPnrt Monr child with Green level books:
Y our child is now dzmelapinq info a more anﬁidzni reader. As thz% read, MOM £an hzlp bAﬂ znﬁfmraqinq them to:
- Sound out q/uidew[ under their hreath or inside their head, if thmé need to sound ouk words. — Look at the

punct»\mtifm marks. Y ou A wank ko model how to read a poge C/F writing{, Pmﬁinq attention to punﬁtmatimn, such as /FAA“’

/stﬁp/s and q/uz/stiﬂn marks.

- Telk MOM about what the characters in the /Stﬂfki are duinx} and /wJ'\Aj the»\j are ,G/:UI\A} in that WAk
- Show MoM how the»\j £A1N {Fmd p/:utimxlar thinx}é that interest them in nun‘?idwn hooks.
ORANGE

Once children fzco;:}ni/sz 250 ng[}\ Frzq//uznmj words thz% progress to Oran;}z. which introduces new words and rzinfﬁmz/s

U"LIJ/SZ ﬂl!zﬂdk} ZI\LOMI\tZJ'Zd. Oranx}z bﬂﬂké MIAM\ }'\.(1!\/2 an iﬂLJ’Zﬂ/SZd J'UUIT\bZJ’ ,CJIF M!,CJ!A/S on ZﬂLJ’\ .Pﬂl}z.

PUPIL TARGETS

Read longer sentences that use ‘hecause. 'if and 50’
*  Read three syllable words out Loud

Use punciuakion correctly when reading aloud

Split a /stanj up inko sections and talk about the bz%lnnlnq, middle and end

Don't mw on pi,ct/um/s to understand what is happzninq in a /Stﬂﬂ\j

Krow what Cpact, /Fiction and nﬁn*xfl,ctian means

How to ,suppurt Momr child with Omnqz lenvel bhooks

Y our chidd is now bzqinning{ to read with more indzpzndzncz. Thz»\j should he /Fzzhnq more Lnn/ﬁdznt and will rarzw need
to sound out words. Y ou can hzlp them b%:

- Li/stzning[ to them when ﬂ'\m} reod aloud. I/F thmﬁ make mistakes, but thm} k;zzp the sense m? the text, don't intzrmph Y ou

can renvisit that poge ak the end D/F the session to check certain words.

- szmindingf them 04 /uxsz/@al /stratzx}lz/s l/F thz;\j con't reod a word, ﬁor zxamplz /smmdingf the word ok under their bhreath,

dividinq a lnnqzr word into mﬂ“ablz/s, or l,o,okiru} ak the word without an —iru} or an —ed zndin;}

- Nt a“m}uinq them to /spznd too Long[ twinx} to work out a word becauwse thmj may lose the mzaninq D/F whak t}\z% are
madinq. Tell them what it AONA and revisit the word once MOM hanve complzted the bhook.

- Enzﬁuraqinq AOMEe MAL mf z;x.prz/s/sicn, zzspzdalw /For Lharactzrépzzzh in /fiction hooks. You may wish to model rzading{

ADME pAGRS aloud /Fur MOMS child to LOPN.

- Ta“elnq ahout how characters are /fezlinq.

Turq//uﬁi/sz hooks will include an in,:rza/siru} number mf ad}zctivz& and more dzzsgriptivz verhs. The number 04: piﬁturz/s on
each poge will decrease whereas the text amount will increase. Hiﬂh‘intzrzls\t themes such as dﬂnx}zr, LoNr0GR and anger

are introduced, and children will he LCﬂFidzﬂt with around 450 hiqh /J:IZ%MZJ'\LA& words.



PUPIL TARGETS

\

How to Auppont yonr child with Tumvuni,sz level books

® Read /silentw in their head

Reod o sentence aloud with the correct zzxpre/s/slan

Know wh% Lerkain tAHQZ/S a/F Punctuatiﬂn are used and how it A/F/Fz,ct/s the sentence

Huzntw read 10;\9[ senkences and Paraqraph/s
Decode unusual words b)% u/sing[ the sounds Hfuz% almadk} krnow

® Read hoth /FALU/JI\ and nan‘/j:i,ctiun hooks

Y our child is now bzqinninx} to read with more inAzpznAanz and their books are x}zkkinx} h:rru}zr. Y oum can hzlp them bA}[:
- En;:nuraqinq them to read some poges /sllzntw. inside their heads.
- Lj/stznlng[ to some pages read aloud, zncm\uaxjmq the use U/F zixprz&mun and Pmﬁian okkention to PManatign marks.

- Ta“einx} ahout how events in the book relate to each other and qulpinx% MOME child to understand how the /Stﬂ)’l% builds el

in a 10!1(3{2! hook.

- A/SJEU\,{} them to tell MOM about intzrzzstjnx% thinx%/s thz% /Fm\md ouk and to show MOM where the incj:mrmaticn is in the hook.

PURPLE
PAMPLQ hooks will start to have more ,GF the 10nx}er sentences and a wider range mf (hallznqingf r\mcab/\xlaw. A Lot 0/? pAuplz

books will start to have shorter chaptzr/s to encoNroge o child's madinx} abiliw. Children will have encountered more O/F the

hix}h /quvuznu% words bAj this level, and teachers wilk he Prcmatlnx} rzadinq /Fur plza/smm.

PUPIL TARGETS

Read &ilentw in their head Fgr hjnqzr pzrl,adxs 0/? fime
Read 10nx}zr hooks with short ,d'ul.ptzr/s
Read /Fidmn. nan‘/ﬁ(tiun and P,a,etw[

Sound out most uncpamiliar words os thm} read

Use a dictionamg to ,ﬁind the mzanlnx} m? a word
E/xplain wh% thz% think a book is x}ocd or nok

How to ,suPPurt Momr child with Purplz lenvel books
Y our chidd is now bzqinning{ to read with more indzpzndzncz and their hooks are L}zttinq{ 101\;}2)’. Y oM can J’\zlp them bAjZ

- Enﬁnuraqinq them to read some poges /silzntw. inside their heads.
- Li/stzning[ to them read some poges aloud, 2n,cmunu}inq the wse D/F zmprz&siun and pxu’[ingf attention to PMnctuﬂtian marks.

- Tﬂ“einq ahout how events in the bhook relate to cach other and hzlplnx} MOME child to understand how the /stgmj[ builds up

in a lonqzr hook.

- A/skin% them to tel MOM ahout intzrz/stinx} t}\lnq{/s t}\z% /Fm\md out and to show MOM where the in:ﬁormatian is in the book.

Gold hooks have a much more /sophi/stjcatzd /Stkjl.z O/F lanquaz}z and wilk tnj fo ckallznx}z the reader. Children at this madingf
lenvel will now he able 1o understand unusual test 1mffmut/s, ccmplzx lanquax}z and notice the variation hetween dbﬁfﬂmnt

characters.

PUPIL TARGETS
Read /silzntw and read aloud with Lanfidencz

Know how to use a contenks poge, g[l,o/s/snnﬁ and index
Use punduati,on fo hzlp them to read dzarw
Reod books that hanve lgnqzr Lha.ptzr/s

Learn new infﬂrmaﬂan /Ffam rzadinq nan‘xj:l,ctiﬂn hooks

Find imfarmatiﬂn ahout anthors which will hzlp them to select certain books



How to ,su{:{mrt Mour child with Gold level books
Y our child is now madinq LGJ’M}EJ’ hooks with /szzr Mustrations, so U\z% continue ko need MOMS J’ualp to ensure tJ’\Ekj are

qzttingf the IPJ“ mzanjnx} and znéuk}mznt /Fram the text. Thz% may prz/fzr to read one Lhapier or seckion at a time, rather than

rzadinx} the whole book in one session Y ou can /suppﬂrt them b/%:

Ll/stzninq[ to them to read some poges cf the hook aloud to MOM A0 that MOM LN znjm{[ Jr\eanng[ them read with

,(ZJXPJ”Z/S/SLOR ﬂf\d PQLZ.

- A/skinx% them to /find part/s o/F the text which describe a character or pla,cz and ta“eing[ ahout the words used in the

dz&trlptiun.

- A&Jelng[ /Fur rzqula! updﬁteﬁ ahout what is happemng{ in the hook, so that thz% and MOM krow how the di/?/?erent

Lhaptzns or sections link.

Tﬂ“ﬁ}ﬂ[é ahout how much U'UZA;} ,enémkj a hook, or a wpz o/f hook, and enam&uaqinq{ them to look 4:,01 more hooks 0/?
the tAHDZ thmj zn}aﬂ.

WHITE

Sentences with two or three clauses and several verhs hecome more common in White and the lenqth D/F texts extends to

hzlp buikd rzadinx} sfamina. R20171i1?2 Problzm/s are ahso introduced to LNLOMT0GL zmpath%.

PUPIL TARGETS
*  Find it easy ko read silently
*  Read forlonger periods of time without stopping
; ; *  Use a dictionany and thesaurus

v D Find certain pizczxs D/F imformation in texts
é E/xpm&& n.pinmn/s and ideas about what thmﬁ have read
Reod a hook without any .pidwrz/s or Mustrations

Understand poge szaturzzs, such as tithes, J'\zadlnx%/s and /SMb’J’\EﬂAiIU}/S

How to ,suppmft Momr child with White level bhooks
Y our child is now rzadinq lanx}zr hooks with szwzr Muwstrations, so fJ’\EAj continue to need MoMY J'\zlp fo ensure tJ'\z;\j are

qutting[ the /FMU mznninq{ and zn;}mﬁmznt /Frﬁm the fext. Thm} mar .pm/?zr to read one ,chaptzr or seckion af a time, rather than

uzadin/,} the whole book in one session Y ou can /suppﬂrt them bk}[

- Li/stzninx} to them to read some poges m? the hook aloud 1o MOM A0 that MOM £an zném\j hzarin% them read with

Z/XPJ’Z/S/S,‘AGJ’\ Klﬂd POLZ.

- A/skln% them to /Find part/s O/f the text which describe a character or place and ta“einq[ ahout the words wsed in the

dz&udption.

- A&kinq /For J’Z,(}Ml.ﬂf updﬂtzls about what s hﬂppzninq in the hook, &0 that thmj and MOM krow how the diépéfzrznt

,CJ'\aPtzf/s or sections link.

- Ta“ein% ahout how much thz;\ﬁ znémﬁ a hook, or a tAH))z D/F hook, and znzourax}inx} them to look /F,or more books 0/?
the twpz t}’\zkj zném\j.

LIME
Lime Prm\/idz/s a A/ﬂrizw D/F ,chaptzr books and nxmvfidian tithes. Lime readers should be znumuu}zd fo zjxpzrizncz

difﬁzrznt fexts, writinq /stAélz/s and genres to dzvzlop their own uaadjﬂq tastes. | his colour band also includes a r\/arj,ew[ D/F

topjc/s and issues ko Prowoke discussion.



PUPIL TARGETS

® Notice the smaller details within the hook

.\/// * Read /silzntw most c/F the time

SR N
96 ® Reread tests, un/familiar 1anquax}z and (omplz}x senfences
g (4 i) b Use dj/F/Fexent NOCeAs /fur diﬁﬁzrznt charackers in a /stun;} and .pen?armanc,e PL@L@A
o
- \. b Tell the dhf/ference hetween the narrators voice and character dialuquz

Understand hidden MeALALRA within a text and understand how a character
mix}ht be szzlinx}

Read /Fur a 1onq2r pumd without 105);1,% concentration

Use qlo/s/saw[ and indexes to locate jnfcrmﬂtlxm q/mdew

Reod a A/arjzw D/F lfb:tiﬂn, nun‘/i:},ctwn, Jpoztw and plm\j/s

How to suppont your child with Lime Level hooks
Althaw}h MOMY child is now takinx} mﬁf as a reader, it is still impartant that MM read with them and talk to them about their
readinq. This reassures them that their rzadinq is akill }mpurtﬂnt fo MOM, a5 well as qih/inq MOM an appurtuniw to share an

zn}ox}mznt ,G/F hooks. You can still hzlp them bAjZ

- Lj/stzninzj to them to read aloud some .part/s 0/? the text which thﬂj Jpﬂrti(MlarW an{ﬂkﬂ. This mar include action or

dzzsuiptizm. Talk about how the writer made those part/s A0 zn}m\%ablz.

- Ta“einx} about how characters dzvelup or how the% reock to di/fxfzmnt pznple, Placzzs or envents.



